Herbert Rowse Armstrong.
Herbert Rowae Armstrong
had got white arsenic in your pocket, did you realise that it was
just a fatal dose of arsenic, not for dandelions only, but for
human beings?—No, I did not realise that at all. I only studied
chemistry at school. I realise now that every one of those little
packets I made up, if they were the same as bhe one found in my
pocket, every one contained just a fatal dose of arsenic for a
human "being.
The suggestion is that the moment you remembered that you
tried to get it back?—I could not, because Inspector Crutchett was
on the other side. I know now, since the evidence has been led,
that that packet contained a fatal dose of arsenic.
If you were simply dosing dandelions, why did you make up
that 1 ounce of arsenic into twenty little packets such as that
found in your pocket wrapped up in paper?—Because of the con-
venience of putting it in the ground.
But you did it all in one day?—I dosed them.
All at the same time?—Yes.
Why go to the trouble of making up twenty little packets, one
for each dandelion, instead of taking out the ounce you had got
and making a hole and giving the dandelions something from the
1	ounce?—-I do not really know.
Why make up twenty little packets, each a fatal dose for
a human being, and put them in your pocket?—At the time it
seemed to me the most convenient way of doing it. I cannot give
any other explanation. I am not sure whether all the police officers
left my office with me after my arrest. Before I left the office I
had remembered that I had 2 ounces of arsenic in my bureau
which they did not know anything about. I did not tell them
anything more about it, although I knew my statement did not
say anything about it. I was told that they were going to search
Mayfield about four o'clock. I thought they would find it then.
Did it not occur to you when you thought they would
find it that it would be much better to make a clean breast of it
and tell them, " I forgot it when I made my statement, but I have
remembered it since. When you make your search you will find
2	ounces of arsenic."    Did it not occur to you that that would be
the best thing to do ?—I thought I had better keep my mouth shut,
as I said before, until I had seen my solicitor.
I am assuming that you thought they would find it. You are
a man accustomed to criminal procedure. Would it not have
been better to make a clean breast of it and say, "It is in the
drawer of the bureau "?—It did not occur to me.
I understand you kept all this to yourself, and sent for Mr.
Matthews the next morning?—Yes.
And after the consultation with him you did not even mention
to the police that the arsenic was in the bureau?—I will not go
as far as that. I told Mr. Matthews on Sunday where it was.
You did?—Yes.
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